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his castle with the Prince's cannon, and ho and others
were raising armed hands under the Prince's eyes ;
Lutherans, Cnlvinists, and patriots were constantly
receiving from his confidants promises of sympathy and
aid. Orange, as a statesman and general who had taken
part in groat wars and combinations, naturally intended
to resist only when he had a powerful organised foreo
and the certainty of further help from abroad. Tins
impatience of the sectaries plunged them into a scries ol"
wild outbreaks which uniformly ended in bloody defeat.
Many of these desperate attempts were certainly carried
out by intimate allies and agents of the Prince ; several
were prepared under his eyes ; ho made no serious effort
to arrest them. And yet there is no evidence thai, lie-
either instigated or approved them. The truth is, that
his twofold position as Minister of the Grown, and yet.
virtual head of an armed resistance, was a position of
hopeless ambiguity and inextricable duplicity.

One of the boldest and most vehement of the
Calvinist champions was Jean do Marnix, Lord of
Tholouse and brother of Sto, Aldogondo. lie got
together a troop of raw, half-armed enthusiasts and
made an attack on the Isle of Waleheron. Thin failing,
lie led them to Ostrawoll, just north of Antwerp, and
there the insurgents posted themselves to the number of
3000. A Royalist force, under Philippe do Beauvoir,
took them by surprise, cut them to pieces, and killed
do Marnix under the walls of Antwerp. Within the
city a wild mob of citizens, snatching up any weapon or
even tool, clamoured to bo led forth to succour their
friends. This useless sacrifice was prevented by the
Prince, who, hastily calling together an armed force,